Chapter Two

After recounting his rescue by Kitty Wu and Zimmer right at the beginning of the chapter, Marco then tells us about his wanderings through New York with all the coincidental occurrences and improbable situations that he encounters. 

He wanders the streets of New York, heading south away from the area around Columbia University. He discovers a $10 bill on the pavement and interprets this as meaning that all will turn out well for him, so he treats himself to a good meal. He then goes to a movie theater, which is full of homeless people. The movie being showed is Around the World in 80 Days, which reminds him of his uncle. At first he sees this as being good luck, but then he reflects on his situation and realises how miserable he is.

His moods continue to change his spirits are up one minute and down the next, according to his experiences or memories. 

He is fearful of sleeping on the streets, where he might be attacked, is repulsed by the idea of staying in a flophouse, and realises that he could not sleep in the subway, and so he turns his back on the city and discovers that Central Park is an ideal place for his roamings, especially at night when he finds shelter under bushes and later in a cave. 

He discovers that Central Park offers him refuge, because unlike on the streets, people allow you a certain kind of freedom to act as you wish. Whereas he is forced to see himself as others see him on the streets, he can return to his inner life in the Park. Moreover, people help him by giving him food and allowing him to participate in a ball game.

During the day he looks for food, meets people, keeps up with political events and sports news, and thus leads a busy life full of variety, in which chance seems to decide his moves and experiences. He is basically at ease with himself and the world.

A change for the worse occurs when, following a storm, Marco gets some kind of fever. In the end he is completely exhausted, famished, but too weak to move or eat and finally lapses into delirious visions about the Moon Palace sign and Indians in Manhattan before being miraculously found by his friends. When he sees Kitty, he calls her Pocahontas. Zimmer just calls him a dumb bastard.
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