Chapter 2 
Chance and coincidence:
· In Marco’s life, chance and coincidence play a very important role

· he hopes to discover some secret meaning to his life by letting it be determined by these factors
· he tries to turn chance into a kind of philosophy by searching hidden meaning behind inconsiderable events, like his sudden discovery of a $10 bill

· M. likes to interpret these events like secret messages to him affirming that he lives his life in the right way
· because of this belief, he accepts all things which happen to him

· apart from that, he becomes more open for happenings which might otherwise have been unnoticed 

· In the park, Marco tries not to wish for something in order to get it: 

· “I began to notice that good thinks happened to me only when I stopped wishing for them. If that was true, then the reverse was true as well: wishing too much for things would prevent them from happening” (p.64, ll.30-33).

· Marco decides to let himself be ruled by chance and coincidence (he refuses to participate in the American way of life

· another example of the power of chance & coincidence: M.’s rescue by Kitty and Zimmer

( Using the example of Marco, Auster exposes his belief that unexpected things do happen in our lives and that chance and coincidence are a part of our reality
