Chapter 5 – What there is important to know about chapter 5
Solomon Barber

· He was born in Shoreham, Long Island in 1917. 
· His father, he was told, had been a painter who had died in Utah.
· He had a difficult childhood
· His mother died in 1939 when he was 22 years old.
· Other children made fun of him because he was fat
· He spent as much time alone as he could
· Books became a refuge for him early on, a place where he could keep himself hidden
· He felt lonely, was isolated and separated from the outside world
· At the age of 17 he spent his nights composing a novel based on his father’s disappearance
· He became a teacher and wrote books about American history
· When he was 29 years old, he learned to know a woman called Emily Fogg, she was the first woman who had slept not being a prostitute.
· Later he was left by her without knowing that she was having a baby, called Marco Stanley Fogg
· One day, he was found by his son
· After staying in hospital for a long time Solomon Barber died because of an illness

Effing and Marco

1) p.163, beginning of chapter 5:
- astonishing: Effing's rapid change concerning his state of emotion--> after having told Marco about Bryne's burial, Effing has been fully emotional and when being called to attend dinner, Effing behaves as if it was everyday life and nothing had occured before--> it seems as if he tries to eliminate his hurting feelings, past is past
2) p. 164:
- Effing's hatred towards new technical things (e.g. recorder)--> he wants "books"--> reason why Marco has to pen Effing's autobiography graphically (=handschriftlich verfassen)
- Effing's story:
"...Effing was convinced his life was over"--> he is in an emotional state of willing to suicide himself, especially because of the events which had taken place before (Bryne's death and burial etc.)--> guilty conscience?!
- Effing searching for a cave where to die in

3) p.165:

- invention of "Julian Barber" in order to cancel himself out and make other people believe he was dead--> trying to escape the situation and at least, his life
- Marco understands Effing's behaviour during that time and is reminded of his life in Central Park (-->scraming during the storm, searching for a cave to be protected/to die)
4) p. 167:
- Effing taking the hermit's identity, he is absolutely happy and thinks to have found "a new identity for himself"
5) p.168:
- after some months, Effing's primary(=anfänglich) happiness turns into "almost unbearable loneliness"--> similar to Marco's situation/life in Central Park; conveying people the impression that companionship(=Gemein-/Gesellschaft) is quite important and actually neccessary to guarantee psychic health
6) p.169:
- Effing living a disciplined life--> certain plans concerning his supply with food etc. --> again, parallel to Marco's life in Central Park: he has had certain plans, as well
- this discipline for both men meant: testing themselves against their own weakness--> like a challenging
7) p.170:
- Effing proving that it was " the happiest period of his life"; terms "succes" and "failure" had lost their meaning for him--> the time Effing spent in the cave and Marco's life in Central Park were "identification processes"--> they both tried to "find their place in the world"
- Effing having developed a certain indiffernce during that time (parallel to Marco)
8) p. 176:
- Effing understanding how artificial his situation was--> both, Marco as well as Effing had tried to escape reality in order to find out who they were. One day, they both realize how artificial their "escape- life" actually is
9) p.180 ff.:
- Effing starting to end up his artificial life by murdering the Gresham Brothers and later leaving the cave--> just uses the cave as a memorial of his past, as a mental refuge (p.182)
10) pp. 184/185:
- Effing having many different names like Marco has had during his time in college--> making it even easier for Marco to empathize with Effing
11) p. 197:
- the relationship between Effing and Marco is quite close; Marco can absolutely empathize with Effing because there are many parallels between the old man's story and his own experiences in Central Park etc.
- the reader gets to know that Effing has wanted to have his autobiography be written in order to hand it to his son whom he has never met (--> Solomon Barber)
11) p.205:
- the distribution of money to other indigent(=bedürftig) people conveys Effing the feeling to have supported those people and "fullfilled his mission"--> he wanted to be freed of the crime he had committed; furthermore, it was important for him to strictly stick to his plans (p,217: "master and controller of his own life"--> wanting to die exactly on the 12th, as he had forecasted it)
12) p.207:
- while spending time with Effing, Marco always makes new experiences and especially comes to several conclusions ("...and I soon learned to stop expecting people to do what I thought they would do")
13) p.208:
- first time that Effing shows deap emotion towards Marco: wanting him to stay--> proves the close relationship which has developed between Marco and Effing
14) p.209:
- meeting Orlando on the street--> he shows them his imagination world--> conveys the message of trying not to get stuck in sad reality but attempting to consider things to be more positive--> light heartedness (=Unbeschwertheit) and openness
15) p.212:
- Marco totally admiring Effing's courage concerning his "non-fear" towards death--> therefore he doesn't take any counteraction
- p.213:
"it seemed as if Marco had been reaching the innermost chambers of Effing's heart"; "for as long as he lived he would love him"--> mentally, Effing and Marco are quite close to each other--> prove: p.216: the relationship after the rain storm was even closer
--> it seems as if Marco became the "lost son" for Effing during the time they spent with each other
16) p.220:
- Marco laughing after he has got to know about Effing's death--> based on their "mental realtionsip"--> Marco is happy and also asthonished that Effing really achieved what he had wanted to achieve (his death on exactly the 12th etc.)
17) p.221 ff:
- Effing's ash is scattered over the waters of NY harbor, immediately after having passed the Statue of Liberty--> as a symbol of Effing's liberty and the freedom he has achieved, his soul is freed of the murder he has committed and therefore, he may rest peacefully--> him being scattered over the waters also symbolizes that he is not in his "reality-refuge-cave" anymore but has realized what it meant to be free in reality without escaping it--> he has found "his place in the world" before he has died





