Significance of the moon concerning “Moon Palace” and the new president Obama

The moon can be interpreted in many different ways:

· Moon as an object – celestial body, a lifeless stone in the sky

· A longing for what is not, the unattainable, the human desire for transcendence

· American history ( at first Columbus who discovered America but thought it was China, then the discovery of the west and finally the outer space and the moon as the last frontier

· Cyclical nature of human experience

Moon Palace:

· Marco does not grow up with his parents but with his uncle ( longing for them

· He lives as homeless person in the central park ( his rescue through meeting Kitty Wu ( Moon as a symbol for hope and change

· Restaurant Moon Palace ( a Chinese restaurant; Moon palace as the embodiment of the misconception that Columbus thought America was China

· There are three stories in the book and each one is finally the same ( each generation repeats the same mistakes of the previous generation

President Barack Obama:

· Motive of innovation [Erneuerung] through penitence [Buße] ( “through the harsh and rough matter to the stars” ( moon indicates change and hope

· Although other presidents as well were thought to improve Americas political and social situation they mostly did not like the former president Bush [war, torture, depletion of human rights etc]; ( cyclical nature of moon but Obama is the first one who professes in public that innovation and penitence is inevitably ( disruption of the circulation, a new beginning

[What I found on the internet] Moon Motif:
1.) Moon Landing at the very beginning:

· Marco doesn’t share the enthusiasm of the most American people including the president p5/1

· Apollo project. Marco is critical of the M.L. because it stands for man’s Hybris to break into Gods Sphere

2.) Marco talks about Moon Landings in Literature when he first meets Kitty p50/16

Moon:

· Goddess of love and lunacy p43/5

· Dark image

· But also: a kind of new frontier (Columbus-the West-the moon)

· ( Landscape of the moon is similar to the one of the American West p45/1

· moon is a lifeless stone

· loneliness just like in the west

3.) Moon Palace 

· Esp. The neon sign of a Chinese Restaurant Marco sees from his apartment (once really existed) p.25/11

4.) A painting called “Moonlight” by Ralph Blakelock p162/20

· The moon is above a peaceful scene (Indians/Nature/Frontier)

· Associated with harmony between man and nature

5.) Moon stands for constant change which determines Marcos life and future

· (see the end of the novel, when Marco stares at the moon

· ( compare Effings view (p182) the moon offers you a direction in Life/Orientation

6.) Solomon Barber & the moon:

· In Kepler’s Blood: the people there were born on the moon

· Barbers bald head/his face reminds at the moon

